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Waiting game
hinges on Curran

u Perez wants to run for statewide office while
at least three are interested in his County Council seat

BY JANEL Davis
STAFF WRTTER

ln Coum Council District 5, the
¢ game continues — for the

:.m:uru ot counciiman #nd  his
would-be successors.

Whﬁr they're all awaiting is a

decision from state Attomey General
1. Joseph Curran Jr. (D) on whether
he will run for a sbth term.

Councitman Thimas B Perez (D)
of Takoma Park wants to be attomey
general, but oaly if Coman does not
ran.  Peres  has
already given god-
father-like  per
mission to candi-
dates interested in
s council seat 1o
begin campaign-
mgum)ffmally

want  to

become as imele- i
vant as possible as Parer
soon as possible
by identiying tomormow’ leaders,”
he said.

But that step to irrelevance

ins with Curran.

If Curran does step aside, Perez's
mad to the Attorney General's Office
also inclodes geiting past nuryu!u:

sumer protection 2 big lusue” said
Richard N. Parsons, president of the
county’s Chamber of Commerce. "I
think there is a way to do that with-
ouse criticizing small business.”

Parsons disagreed with Perer on the
drug weimportation progrim becaese
he said county employess wers being
asked to break fedesal law by participat-
ing, and with the way Perer handled the
Tending law, which a judge put on hold
in Mearch after mortgage brokers began
pulling out of the eounty.

“H fthe atlomey general race
ends up being Gansler versus Perez,
it will be a race of differences,” Par-
sans said,

While Perez's larger legislation,
has been questionesd, most District 5
husiness and community leaders say
they are pleased with his commit-
ment o their issues, such as redevel-
opment in downtown Silver Spring
and amendments to the Wheaton
Overlay Zone.

“Whoever wins, District 5 needs
someone that is accessible, someone
that is responsive, someone who
treats our area fairdy, someone like
Peren was,” said Harold Weinberg,
president of the Whenton/Kensing-
ton Chamber of Commerce,

S0 far, rhrze candidates, all

and  wedl-fir
States Attorney Douglas B Gan*iﬂ
(D), who also wants the job,

Jemuary finance veports — the
Iatest availsble — showed Gansler
with $1.4 miilion on hand, compared
i Perozs $203,000. While Peree hos
stepped up his fund-raising, the
financial disparity should not be an
issue, be said.

“Campaign reports an: just nuim-
bers,” Perez said, “You don't need to
match [an opponent] dollar for dol-
Bar. T didn’t have the most money in
the 2002 |campaign for County
Council|, and [ was most plc&sed
with how we won that election,”

Perer defeated three opponents
in the 2002 Democratic primary,
including Sally Stembach, who was
supported by County Executive
Douglas M. Duncan (D,

At the time, Perez was a Telative
newcomer o Montgorery County
politics, and one of the few Lating
candidates. His "everyone should
hisve a seat at the table” campaign
pladform resonated with voters.

“Tom is & very astute politician.
He ran a smart face and energized
ihe Lasino vote, which hada't been
done hefore,” Stembach said, “Dis-
trict § i a very liberal distrie and 1
consider myselfl 2 liberal, but Tom
vut-liberaled me.”

Perer. has made a name for him-
self by championing controversial
causes such as the preseription drug
reimportation and fir housing lend-
ing laws,

He has been criticized occasion-
aflydor being too conoerned with the
big picture w foeus on the issues of
an evolving district.

“Perez has tried to make con-

Demoerats, hay 1in the Dis
trict & County Courcil race: Takoma
Park Councl members Joy Austin-
Lame and Marc Birich, and Rock the
‘Vote area director Hans Riemer.

On their pgendas e the uRial
countywide issues of raffic conges-
tion anid growth, but in Diswict 5,
which is bordered by Washington,
D, and Prince George's County,
erime and policing are also issues.

“Any time you have the cross- :

Jjurisdictional borders, there are
tonships thar need i be enhanced,”
said Austin-Lane, who sbandoned a
fgn for the House of Delegates
for the County Council race. “We've
got to work with police departments
in those arens to better manage
things like m‘obauo.n pam&e and

prosecution,

Tor I'be.u'ne.i a Stlver Spring resi-
dent, District 5 is about enhancing
T centers in Wheaton and Long
Branch, which have not seen the
same revitalization as Silver Spring,
and building the Purple Line between
Bethesda and New Carrollion.

“1 get astrong message from Dis-
trict 5 residents in other aeas who

_ say Silver Spnng is great, but dont

forger about us,” Riemer said.

For Elrich, affordable housing Is
atop issue.

"I Distriet 5 we're hemorthaging
affordable houstog, We're losing
units, through condominium con-
versions and increasing rents, faster
than anybody can create them,” said
Elrich, who Tras previously run for at
large seats on the County Council.
And like Riemer and Austin-Lane,
Eltich Is focused on town center
developments and courting small
business.



